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On the general question of the attitude of China to
foreign religions, Dr. Martin says: " Unlike Mohammedan
or Brahman, the Chinese are not strongly attached to any
form of religious faith. They take no umbrage at the offer
of a new creed, particularly if it have the advantage of being
akin to that of their ancient sages. What they object to is
not the creed but the foreigner who brings it. Their news-
papers are, in fact, beginning to agitate the question of
accepting the Christian faith and propagating it in their own
way, without aid from the foreigner. That they would be
glad to see merchant and missionary leave them in peace,
no one can doubt. Yet the influence of missions is steadily
on the increase ; and their influence for good is acknowledged
by the leading minds of the Empire." In a recent letter
addressed to a missionary meeting, Sir Ernest Satow, late
British Minister in Peking, emphasised the importance of
missionaries taking note of the fact that China was proud of
a civilisation older than our own, and of a code of morals of
which the central principle was reverence for the solidarity
of the family and devotion to the memory of ancestors.
Missionaries, he said, should refrain from Ignoring or
despising what was good in the teaching that the Chinese
people had received by a tradition lasting at least 2500 years.
It should also be remembered that, whereas Protestant
missions in China were scarcely a century old, the Roman
Catholics had been working three times as long. They owed
a great deal to Roman Catholicism, and they should try to
live with them on friendly terms, Lastly, Sir Ernest advised
the missionaries to abstain from assuming to protect their
converts in their disputes with non-Christian Chinese, or
against the action of the mandarins. Abstention was the
wisest course. If this advice had been acted upon in the
past and if the representatives of Western Powers had shown
more consideration for the national interests of China and
less selfish greed, there would have been very few, if any,
outbursts of popular feeling against foreigners, and no
persecution of Christian missionaries and their converts.